
Brewers Association 2020
Malt Barley & Brewing 

Industry Update



“If you think you are too small to 

make a difference, try sleeping 

with a mosquito.”

– Dalai Lama
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Objectives

• Brewing Industry Update
• BA Barley Industry Funding and Support
• Malt Industry Best Practices –
o Health Canada & FDA Rulemaking
o GMPs

• Excise Tax
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2019 Brewing Industry Update

• Total U.S. beer volume down ~0.8%

• Total number of U.S. breweries tops 8,100 for 
first time ever (~7,000 one year ago; ~6,000 two 
years ago)
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US Craft Beer Volume % Change YOY
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US Craft Beer Production Volume (MM US BBL)
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Craft Volume Share of US Beer Production
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Craft Volume Share of US Beer Production
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N America Malt Barley Basket Evolution 1960s to 2020
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BA Barley Industry Support
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Research Grants Craft Maltster Support BMBRI NBGA
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2019 Research: Sustainability

https://dl.sciencesocieties.org/publications/cs/abstracts/59/6/2289

https://dl.sciencesocieties.org/publications/cs/abstracts/59/6/2289
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2019 Research: Malt Barley Impact on Beer Flavor

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03610470.2019.1706037

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03610470.2019.1706037
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2020 Barley Risk Assessment:
Best Practices Gap Analysis

• Smart Barley (ABI)

• Better Barley Better Beer (MC)

• Field to Market Barley Fieldprint (FTM)
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2020 Barley Industry Food Safety: MFSAG
• Coalition led by BMBRI (Canada) and 

AMBA (U.S.)

• Rulemaking (near term) -

o Health Canada under FSCA

o FDA rulemaking under FSMA

• Best Practices and GMPs in malthouses 
(medium term)
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Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform 
Act (CBMTRA)

• Thank you barley industry for your support!
• Originally: a two-year provision of Tax Cuts & Jobs Act of 2017
• Was set to expire Dec 31, 2019 (~2900 new breweries would see a 

tax increase for the first time ever)
• 1-Year extension: expires December 31, 2020
• 2020 lobbying efforts focusing on “permanence” (instead of 

“extension”)



CHEERS!
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